Life
After
Phragmites

U.P. Phragmites Coalition:
Working to DePhrag the UP!

For information or assistance, contact
the Central Upper Peninsula Cooperative
Weed Management Area (CUPCWMA):
906-387-2222
teri.grout@macd.org

More information is also available from the
UP Phragmites Coalition:
906-225-0215
Phragmites@uprcd.org
This project is funded in part by grants to the Upper Peninsula Resource
Conservation and Development Council from the Environmental Protection
Agency through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, and from the
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program through the Departments of Natural
Resources, Environmental Quality, and Agriculture and Rural Development.
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A Guide to Long-Term
Stewardship of Your
Land
UP Phragmites Coalition
Working to De-Phrag the UP!

What Does Phragmites Look Like
Coming Back? What Do I Watch For?

What Is Stewardship?
And What Is a Stewardship Group?
Stewardship is the care of your property and your
environment. The concern that inspired you to
have the phragmites treated on the shoreline
probably also makes you want to keep the
property un-infested long into the future.
Stewardship Groups are motivated individuals or
entities trained to monitor sites after treatment,
treat phragmites re-sprouts, or seek help to treat
any resurgence of phragmites or new invasive
species that might threaten their properties.
A Stewardship Group can be:
• An existing lake or landowner association
•

An ad-hoc group of landowners: For instance,
everyone on your road, or a few close
neighbors, or you and your fishing buddies. Any
group of people committed to taking care of
their properties qualifies!

•

An individual landowner (that’s you!) may also
act as a steward for his own property. Call it an
Army of One.

Look for ‘witches brooms’
several inches tall sprouting
near dead phragmites stalks

A new or just-recurring infestation may be
much shorter than you expect, and may have
no flower tassels yet — but it can spread fast!

Watch for runners spreading from old
stalks, from roots washed up on the
beach, or from neighboring properties.
Each node can start a whole new stalk!

Stewardship Groups are needed to finish what the
UP Phragmites Coalition has started through it’s
grant-funded program. It’s as simple as watching
your shorelines and reporting any prhagmites regrowth.

Keep an eye out for other invasive plants that
may try to fill the void once phragmites is gone.
European Marsh Thistle

Need help putting together a Stewardship Group?
See contact information on back page.

Purple loosestrife
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Spotted knapweed

Small crowded heads
spines on stems
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More options:
3. You or your group may obtain a Certificate of
Coverage (COC) from the DEQ under the Aquatic
Nuisance Control permitting process and conduct
treatment yourself.
•

Apply for a COC at the DEQ’s MiWaters home page:
https://miwaters.deq.state.mi.us

•

Current cost of a COC is $75/year. You may apply for a
COC for just one property, or for a group of
landowners for the same fee.

•

You MUST use chemicals specified according to label
requirements, obtain permission from all landowners
being treated under the COC, and report treatment to
the DEQ by November 30th each year.

But I only found a few stalks!

Why Do We Need Stewardship
Groups?
Isn’t the Phragmites Dead and Gone?
Even though treatment may seem to have wiped out
your Phragmites patch, the plant can rear its ugly
head again years after apparently successful
treatment, especially where the infestation was
large or long-established, due to the deep and
extensive root system.
Reinfestation may also occur from untreated sites
nearby or farther down the shoreline, from plant
fragments brought in by grading and excavating
equipment, from seeds, from contaminated boats,
trailers, or ATVs, or even from storm action.

Do I have to go through the herbicide permitting
and treatment process?
If you have thoroughly scouted your property and just see
one or two small stalks re-sprouting, it is possible to
manage them manually.
Using a flat spade, sever the green stalk a few inches
BELOW the soil level. The idea is to remove the green
material to prevent the plant from photosynthesizing, and
keeping that weakened root system from gaining any
ground.
Remove all stalks and flower heads. Dry and burn plant
material. (Remember, new plants can grow from seeds,
live runners, or root nodes! Do not compost!)
Do this at least a few times a year, whenever you see a
stalk popping back up. Keep in mind the size of those
roots and speed with which they can resurge to former
levels. If you aren't around often enough to keep up with
the regrowth, or if it starts getting out of hand
regardless, PLEASE use one of the herbicide treatment
options discussed on page 5 before you’re right back
where you started!
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Phragmites roots are monsters!


Up to 80% of Phragmites biomass is below
ground



Any live root or stem remnant can lie
dormant and resprout several years after
apparently successful treatment
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Okay, I Really Want to Keep
Phragmites from Coming Back to
My Property.
What Do I Need to Do?

What Do I Do if I Find Phragmites?
Any herbicide treatment of phragmites in wetlands or
standing water requires a permit from the DEQ, use of
specific aquatic-approved herbicides, and permission
from all landowners involved.

Some options:

1. Keep an eye out. Patrol your
shoreline during the late summer
(late July or early August) and
look for telltale re-sprouts. See
page 7 for identification photos.
Why late summer? That’s when
the phragmites is actively growing
and is most noticeable.

1. Participate in the UP Phragmites Coalition’s costshare program for phragmites management. Contact
teri.grout@macd.org or phragmites@uprcd.org

Cost share assistance can be tailored to your group’s
needs. It may include:
•
Annual site visits to inspect the lakeshore for regrowth
•
Full-service management including permitting

2. Report any new or re-sprouting
infestations to:

906-387-2222 teri.grout@macd.org
906-225-0215 phragmites@uprcd.org
Not sure if it’s really phragmites? Call or send a
photo anyway. We don’t mind correcting a false
identification, but we’d hate to miss a true one!
3. Select an option for treatment
See next page: ‘What Do I Do if I Find Phragmites?’
4. If you or your stewardship group can’t patrol the
site in a timely manner, let us know rather than
let it go!
Phragmites doesn't take long to take hold. Only a
couple of years of neglect can give it a leg up and
put your shore right back in the phragmites jungle!

Be aware that in the majority of cases, only herbicide is
effective in managing phragmites.
•

Mowing DOES NOT kill phragmites!

•

Live roots are nearly impossible to dig out (see
photo on page 3)

2. You or your group may contract with a licensed
commercial applicator to conduct treatment
• Your group may obtain the DEQ Certificate of
Coverage (COC) and required permissions, or you
may include that work in the scope of the contract.
• DO be certain that it is clear who is to obtain the
COC and permissions and do the reporting!
Below are some licensed commercial applicators
operating in the central UP who are experienced and
licensed in phragmites management:
Wildlife & Wetlands Solutions, 231-943-0762
Nature Care Ecological Consulting and Services,
LLC, 920-493-1788
Helping Hands Hardwoods, 906-396-8673
Northern Natives, 317-308-1027
CK Invasives, 888-343-6228
This listing is provided for the convenience of landowners and
does not constitute an endorsement by UPRC&D, Alger CD, or any
of their boards, associates, or funding sources.
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