Canada Thistle
Cirsium arvense

European Marsh Thistle
Cirsium palustre

Habit: Perennial, rhizomatous thistle

Habit: Herbaceous biennial ranging from

ranging in height from 2-5’, forms large
monocultures.
Leaves: Simple, alternate, lance-shaped,
crinkly, tapering, irregular lobes and spiny
toothed margins.
Stems: Upright; slender and branching
towards the top; becoming increasingly
hairy with age.
Flowers: Numerous, purple-lavender in
color, small flower heads, less than 1”
high, clustered at the tops of stems,
fragrant; blooms June through September.
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1.6-5’ in height.
Leaves: Basal leaves are spiny, long, and
deeply lobed, with hair on the underside.
Can have red-purple edges. Adult plant
leaves are 6-8” long near the base, shorter
towards the top.
Stems: Winged and spiny. Plants often
covered in sticky hairs. Mature plants have
a “spindly” branching pattern.
Flowers: Densely clustered purple flower
heads are 0.4-0.6” across, smaller than
those of other thistle species, spiny and
composed of disk flowers.
Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Bull Thistle
Cirsium vulgare

Spotted Knapweed
Centaurea maculosa

Habit: Biennial, sometimes annual or

Habit: Short-lived herbaceous biennial

monocarpic perennial; Juvenile phase
produces a single rosette with a taproot
up to 28” long, rosettes may develop up
to 3.3’ in diameter.
Leaves: More or less lance-shaped and
3-12” long, prickly hairy on the top and
very hairy underneath. Lobes are tipped
with stout spines.
Stems: Upright, covered with spiny
wings, grows 1-6’ tall with many
spreading branches, and sometimes a
single stem.
Flowers: 1.5-2” in diameter, 1-2” long,
usually solitary, and more or less
clustered at the ends of shoots and
branches; blooms June through October.

or perennial reaching 2-4’.
Leaves: All leaves pale or grayish green
with rough fine hairs; basal leaves form a
rosette which may persist for up to four
years; basal and lower stem leaves up to
6” long; leaflets deeply divided to
irregularly lobed; tapered at both ends;
upper stem leaves smaller 0.8-2.75” with
few or no lobes.
Stems: 1-7 upright rough stems that
branch towards the upper half of the plant.
Flowers: Numerous, pink-purple,
terminal solitary flowers at the end of each
stem; blooms from July through
September.

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Leafy Spurge
Euphorbia esula

Reed Canary Grass
Phalaris arundinacea

Habit: Herbaceous perennial ranging in

Habit: Cool-season, colonial, perennial

height from 6-36”.
Leaves: Simple, alternate, long, narrow,
bluish green in color, usually pointed and
drooping with smooth margins, exude
white milky sap when crushed.
Stems: Upright stems that branch
towards the top of the plant; dry stems
may persist into the winter and following
summer; stems also release white, milky
sap when broken.
Flowers: Small, yellowish-green in
color, fused petals form a cuplike
structure; blooms mid-June through late
July.

grass ranging from 2.5-8’ tall; forms dense
monotypic stands; root system is a thick,
fibrous mat of rhizomes.
Leaves: Flat, rough leaf blades, 0.75-1”
wide and up to 1.5’ long, prominent
transparent ligule (appendage at the top of
the leaf sheaf).
Stems: Upright; bluish-green in color.
Flowers: Found in crowded, branched
clusters at the end of each stem; young
clusters dense and spike-like, expanding at
maturity.

USDA APHIS PPQ - Oxford, North Carolina, Bugwood.org
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Glossy Buckthorn
Frangula alnus

Baby’s Breath
Gypsophila paniculate

Habit: Deciduous shrub or small tree

Habit: Perennial, finely branched, bushy,

growing up to 20’ tall; multiple stems at
the base; crown spreading; trunk up to 10
inches in diameter.
Leaves: Simple, alternate, oblong, 1-2.5”
long; margins untoothed or with very small
rounded teeth; dark green; shiny; smooth
or slightly hairy below; veins turn toward
tip near leaf margins; leaves present from
mid-May to November.
Stems: Brown-green in color, hairy,
prominent lenticels (small horizontal raised
areas), chunky bark, terminal buds rust
colored, bark gray or brown in color,
sapwood yellow, heartwood pinkish to
orange.

15-39” tall.
Leaves: Lance-like, with sharply pointed
tips; 1-4” long and 0.2-0.4” wide; opposite;
smaller at top of the stems.
Stems: Smooth; glaucous (covered with a
whitish, fine, waxy powder that rubs off) or
somewhat rough near base.
Flowers: Tiny, white or pale reddish in
color, 5 petals, 0.15-0.3” across, located at
branch tips, abundant, fragrant; blooms in
July through August.

Northwest Michigan Invasive Species Network

Giant Knotweed
Fallopia sachalinensis

Narrow-leaved Cattail
Typha angustifolia

Habit: Perennial, herbaceous shrub

Habit: Aquatic; emergent perennial; 4-12’

reaching 12’; larger than many woody
shrubs; stems die back to the ground each
year.
Leaves: Simple, alternate, large, 6-12”
long and two thirds as wide with a shallow,
heart-shaped base.
Stems: Upright; round; hollow with
swollen nodes; resemble bamboo shoots.
Flowers: Sparse, greenish in color, borne
on a slender stalk, arise from the leaf axils
(where leaf meets stem) and stem tips;
blooms August through September.

Jan Samanek, Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org

Jan Samanek, Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org

tall.

Leaves: Upright, flat, up to 3’ long and
0.25-0.5” wide with parallel veins, dark
green in color.
Stems: Upright; 3-6’ long.
Flowers: Borne in dense, dark brown,
terminal spikes; separate male and female
clusters, male flowers are 0.75-4” above the
female flowers, male portion 3-8” long and
0.25-0.6” wide, female portion 4-8” long
and 0.4-0.8” wide.

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Japanese Knotweed
Fallopia japonica

Purple Loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria

Habit: Perennial, herbaceous shrub

Habit: Herbaceous, perennial, 1.5-6’ tall;

reaching 10’; larger than many woody
shrubs; stems die but stalks persist
through winter.
Leaves: Simple, alternate, broad, up to
6” long and 5” wide with an abruptly
pointed tip and a flat base.
Stems: Upright; round; hollow; smooth,
without hairs; often mottled; nodes with a
papery membrane; persistent; dead stalks
resemble bamboo.
Flowers: Numerous, small, green-white
in color, borne on a slender stalk in leaf
axils (where leaf meets stem) near the
ends of stems; blooms August through
September.

densely pubescent (hairy), especially the
upper part of the plant; pubescence variable;
strongly developed taproot becomes woody
with age.
Leaves: Lanceolate to almost linear;
opposite or whorled; sessile (without a stalk)
to somewhat clasping; 1-4” long; larger
leaves at the base.
Stems: Four-angled; glabrous (without
hairs) to pubescent.
Flowers: Numerous, purple (also white or
light pink) in color, terminal spike-like
inflorescences in axillary clusters of two to
several, 5-7 petals; blooms July through
October.
Linda Wilson, University of Idaho, Bugwood.org

What Recurring Phragmites May Look Like
UP Phragmites Coalition staff often see phragmites growing in many
different forms after treatment. Here are some common forms of regrowth:
•

If there are dead-standing stalks, look for new green shoots that can
grow very fast (photo upper left)

•

A cluster of stems might pop up from the same place and look like
a witch’s broom (photo upper right)

•

Watch out for “runners” which are spreading, above-ground
horizontal stems (photo below). Runners will often show new
growth and roots at every node.

Please call us if you see any of this growth on your beach.

Invasive Species To Watch For
After Phragmites Treatment
This guide has been developed as a resource for landowners to
use when walking their beach looking for the recurrence of
phragmites. The images of the invasive plants in this guide are
from www.bugwood.org. The descriptions of the plants came
from the Midwest Invasive Species Information Network
(www.misin.msu.edu). If you have any questions about the
identification of plants growing on your beach following
phragmites treatment, please don’t hesitate to contact the Central
Upper Peninsula Cooperative Weed Management Area
(CUPCWMA) at 906-387-2222/teri.grout@macd.org or the UP
Phragmites Coalition at 906-225-0215/phragmites@uprcd.org.

This project is funded in part by grants to the Upper Peninsula Resource Conservation
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Agriculture and Rural Development.

